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for the purpose of providing against accidents, sickness, unem- 
ployment and old age. The mutual societies which have attained 
great importance in Belgium were first recognized by law in 
1851. There were then two hundred of these societies with sev- 
enty thousand members. As a result of state encouragement, 
adopted about thirty years ago, these societies began to grow 
rapidly until in 1905 there were over seven thousand united into 
eighty-four federations. The French plan, on the other hand, 
entirely ignores the mutual societies already in existence in 
France, and M. Clerc argues that the plan adopted by 
the Chamber of Deputies in 1906 will have the effect not only 
of interfering with their further development, but also that the 
Belgian system is decidedly superior to the proposed French 
plan, first because less expensive, second because less burea- 
cratic, and third because less destructive of the spirit of indi- 
vidual liberty so pronounced in mutual societies. While written 
with the definite purpose of affecting the French legislation on the 
subject, the author is fair in his statements and gives a most 
excellent critical description of the Belgian institutions provid- 
ing for various kinds of insurance for the working classes. 

M. H. R. 
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